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CITY OF LYNNWOOD 

ORDINANCE NO. 2252 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING T~[E LYNNWOOD MlJNICfPAL CODE, CHAPTER 
5.25. RELATING TO THE LICENSlNG OF PUBLIC DANCES. 

WHEREAS. the Cily Council of the City of Lynnwood dcu,nnines it 3ppropriate and in the 
public interest to amend existing provisions of Chapter 5.25 of the Lynnwood Municipal Code (I) 
remove the S200 security deposit for litter for fixed place of businesses, (2) modify the grounds 
concerning license application, denial or revocation, (3) make a number of other housekeeping changes 
( for example. change City Clerk to Finance Director, make the code sections gender neutral, (4) impose a 
50% additional fee for applications submitted less than 30 days prior to opening), and (5) remove the 
references in Ch. 5.25 to teen dance, and establish a new Ch. 26 for Teen Dance, and 

NOW, THEREFORE, Tl-IE CITY COUNCfL OF Tiffi CITY OF LYNNWOOD DO ORDAIN 
AS FOLLOWS: 

Section l. Amcndmcnl. Those porlions of LMC 5.25.010 and Section I, Ordinance No. 1987 
nre amended to read as follows: 

5.25.010 DEFINlTIONS 

8. "Teeia IJoAue" meaiaa any 1mblie <Jo11ee whieh fl81111irn the .. entry af 1ie1w1is l¼nEler the age efCwe11ty 
ei:te (21) yeer0t 

E. "l'olicc Chiel'' mc11ns the City of Lynnwood Police Chief or his or her designee. 

G. "Fire Marshal" means the City of Lynnwood Fire Marshal or his or her deslgncc. 

l;I. "Finance Dirccto.-" mcaos the City of Lyonwood Finance Director or his or her designee. 

Section 2. Amendment. Those portions of LMC 5.25.020 and Sectioo 2, Ordinance No. 1987 
are amended to read as follows: 

5.25.020 L ICENSE REOUfllF.T>- foF.F. - RF.NF.\VAl.S 

A. II is unlawful for any person to conduct a 1>ublic dance within the City of Lynnwood without first 
having obtained und being the holder ofa valid ~nd subsisting license for such activity, to be known 
as a public dance license. ; flFB•,ieed, hev •e.1•er, 1ha1 aRy he leer af o valid AREl euF!'eRt eaeare1 lieense 
shall be e1,e111p1 frem the lieeAse flEOl'isie,15 efthis eha1iteT. The annual fee fora public dance license 
is S200.00, provided, thnt the Gily Cieri. Finance Director may issue a pennit to any applicant for 
one dunce only for n fee of $20.00 per dance; provided further that the City Clerlr Finance Director 
shall not issue more than three (3) single dance permits within any thirty-day period to any one 
person. or to any one ncting on their behalf or to any applicant desiring to hold a public dance at any 
place where more thnn three single d3ncc pcnnits have been issued within the last thirty days without 
the applicant first securing an llnnual dance pennit. The tcnn nnd renewal of any and all annual 
licenses shall be as provided in LMC 5.04.040. 

B. All applications for pcnnits. whether nnnual~IOOl:tlly,, or single night, shall indicate the 
anticip,1tcd dates of proposed dances and both the hour of commencement a.nd closing of each of the 
proposed dances. 
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Section 3. Amendment. TI1ose portions of LMC 5.25.030 and Section 3, Ordinance No. 1987 
are amended to read us follows: 

5.25.030 LICENSE - EXEMl'TJON AND W AJVER OF PAYMENT 

D. TI1osc organizations which are not required 10 obtain a license under this chapter shall register their 
in1cn1 to conduct a public or 1ccn dance with the Gil'.,' CleFk Finance Director within fourteen ( 14) 
days prior to each dance held, nnd shall include such information required for an application for a 
license under this chapter. Addi1ionully, that organization sholl provide proof satisfactory to the 
~ Finance Di rec I or of the organizations' exempt slatus. 

Section 4. Amendment. TI1osc portions of LMC 5.25.040 and Section 4. Ordinance No. 1987 
are amended 10 read as follows: 

5.25.040 APPLICA'l'IONS 

A. Appl ications for any license pursuant to this chapter shall be submilled in writing lo the Git)' GleFl, 
Finance Dircclor upon such fom1s as the Glffk Finance Director may prescribe at least thi rty (30) 
days prior to the first dance. If the application is submitted less than 30 days before the dance, the 
Finance Director may, suhject to available resmacces. process the application. subject to a ndditional 
lll'(1ccssing fee of 50% of the prescribed fee. In addition to other information requested. ap1>licalion 
forms shall contain the name and place of residence of the applicant, the address and description of 
the premises to be licensed and tl1c time and dale oftl1e dance or dances to be held. 

B. All applications shall be referred to the Police Chief who shall conduct an investigation as 10 the 
truth oflhc statements contained therein and investigate all other matters pertaining to the criteria for 
license approval set forth in LMC 5.25.050. The Chief af Police Chief shall report t.o the City Clefk 
Finance Director Ilic results of such investigation, as well as his or her other findings as 10 whether 
the crileria for oblaining a public dance-license have been met. 

C. The Police Chief, cilher at time of initial licensing, or anytime !hereafter, may impose such 
conditions as he or she finds necessary to adequately protect the public health, safety and general 
wclfurc, including the condition that the licensee employ off-duly police officers to enforce the laws 
of the Slate of Washington and City ordinances during any dance. 

D. ln addition, the npplicant shall be responsible for any special costs, plus fifteen percent (15% ) 
administrative fee. For example, if two (2) police officers nt, say. S25 per hour are required for two 
hours, then the applicant would pay, in addition 10 the application fee. $ 115 ($25 x 2 hours x 2 
officers+ 15%) 

Section 5. Amendment. Those portions of LMC 5.25.050 and Section 5, Ordinance No. 1987 
arc amended to read as follows: 

5.25.050 DENIAi, OR NON RENEWAL OF 1.ICENS.E 

A. The City CleFk Finance Director shall deny or not renew a license if one or more of the following 
conditions exists: 

I . ll1e applicant is not in compliance with any state, county or city law or ordinance applicable to 
the premises or operator, or has failed 10 pay any penalties, fines, or assessments levied pursuant 
lo this chapter, provided, a <fonce license shnll not be withheld if the licensee is in comp I iance 
with a court or administrative order concerning pavmcnl of penalties, fines, or assessmcnls. 

2. llte applicant or any of the applicant's of!ic.crs. directors, partners, operators, employees or other 
person involved in the operation of the dance or dance hall have; 

~ommitted any act, which, ifcommillcd by a licensee, would be grounds for suspension or 
revocalion of a license or permitt-ef • 

a 11)11 Jit\l.lina:,:o&'ad.!ll 
Q71i.)2.~') I j ,1 ltM (r.m} 

Page 2 of 6 



B. bt 1.Re ease efaH np1)1ie,mt fer a 1eeH donoe lieense> BeeH eenvieteS v.ti1:hh1 die lest 'Hve yeaFG 
&H-felaRy iA1,·eJ1s,ing a orime efvieleuoe Ees 8.efiHeB in R:CW 9.1 l .Q1Q(2) os aew enis1s er 
heree.Aer ameel:led) \lf)BR aj1::1veflile er eRy felon~· uRder RC\V CBapteF6 9A.44, 9-A..61, 9.\.88 
er G9.SQ; er 

3. Within the last two years the applicant has been refused a license or had a license revoked under 
the provisions of this chapter. 

8. Any applicam denied a license may reapply and be granted a license if the applicant can show that 
the basis for such denial no longer c~ists. 

C. When the City CleA, Finance Director refuses to grant a license, or grants a license with conditions, 
he or she shall notify the ap1>licant in writing of the same and shall inform the am>licanl of his or her 
right lo appeal to the Police Chief er his Elesii,:A@e within ten (10) days oflhe. dale of the notice by 
filing a wriltcn notice of nppc.ol which contains ~ statement of the reasons for the appeal with the 
Gi~· Cle,li Finance Director. Upon timely receipt of a ,vrinen notice of appeal, the City Cle,lt 
Finance Director shall schedule a hearing of 1he matter pursuant 10 LMC 5.25.100, such hearing to be 
held within fifteen (15) days of receipt ofan applicant"s written appeal. 

Section 6. Amendment Those portions ofLMC 5.25.060 and Section 6, Ordinance No. 1987 
are amended 10 read as follows: 

5.25.060 SECURITY 

B. The Chief of Police Chief will review the security provisions of the establishment and may, at his 
discretion, require the augmentation of security personnel to include hiring off-duty police officcl's. 

Section 7. Amendment. ll1ose portions ofLMC 5.25.070 and Section 7, Ordinance No. 1987 
arc amended to read M follows: 

5.25.070 Ll'ITER CONTROL - SECURITY FOR CLEANUP 

A. Prior lo issuuncc of any public dance license, other than for an mmual license for a lixed business 
premise, a cash security deposit in the amoun1 of $200.00 shall be submitted to the City Clerk 
Finance Director as security for the cleanup of all litterrcsulting from any public dance authori?.cd 
by the license. Tn the event the licensee fails 10 clean up all liner on any public or private property 
which results from any public dance conducted by the licensee wiihin twenty-four (24) hours of the 
end of the dance, the City may cause such litter to be cleaned up and pay the costs of the cleanup out 
of the security funds. Litter resulting from the IJ'.1blic dance shall be limited to thul occurring within 
a one block rndius of the location of the dance unless clearly identified to the dance. In the event the 
cost of the cleanup exceeds the amount of funds on deposit, the lic.cnsee shall pny such excess costs. 

B. le the eveRt funds are e?rJHH•uleR eut efa seeurity de~asil requiwEI 9y t!tis SeetioRj tlie lioeasee sHall, 
11,itfiie H,.-e (5) ela;•s ef Feeetpt afn01iee afst1ah ext)endi~Fe, s~8mit 1he IHHOl:lRt neeessat=y te 
re131ee1sh 1he seeYFity auul 10 the ameunt ef1he i°l:•U seeY_rity deposit ~re renewal lieeAse shall be 
isswea unle&G the t:uU ameunt ef tl~e se•urit:y elopesil f.er litloHlellnup is eA Elef1esit witl=t the Git,• nt 
tfte liffie afthe a~plieatien fer reRewal. If fHRdG slHHeient te ref)hmisR the l=unEI Are Rot reeei1;1ed 
1Niihin Ha.1e (3) Ela~•s efreeeipt efv.'TftteR netiee ~he1_:t tbe Jioense shell Se sus13eREl@d until suffisi@nt 
fueels aFe reeei..-ed. l,¥i1hin4-lle A•·e ES) Ela~•& efraeeipl efnociee ofelet;ieieno~·. lhe lteensee n.:iay 
HlioRR 1he Cieri. i;:iea.flee DireoleF ifl wril3t=1g ef eirel::}filstuRees justif:yiBg nan JHl)·meRt ef adSitionol 
RiR8s whieh iiHenaalion shall 8e eoAsidereel by the G)erk finanee Dir:eeter aad the lioensee sRaU nol 
0e 5ij5fleREle8 if the non f)AymeR\ is justified. 

C. lftlie fHnds fur see11rily fur 0leanu11 are lt1lly exi,enaeel within nil)' ane wee!,, ar if the funels fur 
elell!lUfl fall llele ... Sl9(UIQ twiee ie 11!!)' ~uartel' er fi¾'e times in Oil)' year, then tha Glerl, shall require 
AA aeditienal ease Elepesit er the higher ef S30Q.QQ er lee greatest ane week B1iJlenditure KIF elee111111 
Elwrieg 1.he prier yeaF. 

II \l)'l1'..C11•<1:.-..ccwJd'l., 1Ul~ 
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Section 8. Amendment. Those portions of LMC 5.25.090 and Section 9, Ordinance No. 1987 
arc amended 10 read as follows: 

5.25.090 REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF LICl~NSE 

A. Aller giving notice to the licensee of the right 10 a hearing purS1Jan1 to the procedures set forth in 
LMC 5.25. 100 and conducting a hearing before the Ghief ef Police Chief er his Elesignee if a timely 
request is filed, the Gity GlerlE Finance Dircc1or may suspend or revoke any license issued pursuan1 
10 this section where one or more of the following conditions exists: 

I . The license was procured by fraud or false representation of material fact in. the application or in 
any report or record required to be filed with the Gl<!fk Finance Director; 

2. l11e building, structure, equipment or location of' the business or dance for which the license was 
issued docs not comply with the requirements or foils to meet the standards of the applicable 
heallh, zoning, building, fire and safety laws and ordinances of the State of Washington, 
Snohomish County, and the City of Lynnwood, or the requirements of this chapter; 

3. The applicant or any of the applicant's officers, directors, partners, operators, employees or other 
person involved in the operation of a teen dance hns been convicted within the last five years of a 
felony involving n crime of violence (as defined in RCW 9.41.010 upon a juvenile as now exists 
or hereafter amended) or any felony under RCW Chapters 9A.44, 9A.64, 9A.88 or 69.50; or 

4. The licensee or hi s or her employee, agent, partner, director, officer or manager hns knowingly 
allowed or permitted: 

a_ A felony involving a crime of violence (as delined in RCW 9.41.010 as now exists or 
hereafter amended) or any felony under RCW Chapters 9A.44, 9A.64, 9A.88 or 69.50 to 
occur in or upon the dance hall premises; 

b. Any act of or solicitation for sexual intercourse, sodomy, oral copulation, or masturbation lo 
be committed in or upon 1he dance hall premises; or 

c. The possession or consumption of liquor by persons under the age of twenty-one (21) years; 
or 

d. Tite giving or supplying of liquor to any person under the age of1wcn1y-one (21) years; or 

e. The use by any person in or upon the dance hall premises of marijuana, cocaine or any other 
controlled substance (as defined in RCW 69.50.!0i[d] as now exists or as hereafter 
amended) not prescribed by a licensed physician for use by the person possessing or using 
1hc substance; or 

f-.Violntion of any condition placed upon a license issued pursuant to this chapter,; or~ 
other applieable la•v er erdieaoee, whieB ~e Chiefef Peliee er his GesigRee finds eeAsliHHes 
en Hflreasenable iaterfereRee ••,il-h 6Hffe~eling laeEi U!ieB er is ed1erv,1ise tHlFeaseflebly 
Els11'lmental to lhe publie welfafe. 

g. Violation of any other applicable lnw or ordinance, which 1he Police Chief or his designce 
find.~ constiiutcs an unreasonable interference with surroundinl? lttnd uses or is otherwise 
unreasonably dctrimenrnl to the public welfare. 

h. The building, structure, equipment or location of the business for which the license wa~ 
issued does not comply with the requirements or fails to meet the standards of the applicable 
health. zoning, building, lire and safety Jaws nnd ordinances of the Siate of Washington, 
Snohomish County. and the city of I ,ynnwood. or the requirements of this chapter. 

j. 17,e licensee or anv 0\\~tcr. officer or aeent thereof has committed nny act which is a ground 
for denial of a license. 

D 'ly,Af'n•,d~tccoc!c""'"'l$ 
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B. If 1hc City Cleric Finance Director finds lhut any of the conditions set forth in this chapter exists and 
1hat the existence of such condition eonstilutes a threat of immediale and serious injury or damage to 
person or properly, and in the case of conditions which may be eliminated by the license, that notice 
of the conditions hns been given to the licensee and at least 24 hours have expired without the 
elimination of such conditions, the Gi1y Clerk Finance Dircclor may immediately suspend any 
license issued under this chapter without prior opportunity to be heard, in which event the licensee 
shall be e.ntitled to appeal lhc de~ision t~ thc_Cl¼ief ef Police Chi~f er ki~ design~ in accordance w_ith 
LMC 5 .25.100 of this chapter. l he no lice o l immediate suspcnsmn of license given pursuant lo 1111s 
subsection shall include a statement of lhc conditions found lo exist that constitulcs a threat of 
immediate and serious injury or damage to persons or property, nnd shall also inform the applicant of 
his right to appeal within ten (10) days of the date of1he notice by filing a wrilien notice of appeal 
which contains a staicment of the reasons for the appeal with the City CleFk Finance Director. Upon 
timely receipt of a wrillcn notice of appeal, the City Clerk Finance Director will schedule a hearing 
or the matter before the Ckiefef Polic.c Chie f aF his designee pursuant to LMC 5.25.100, such 
hearing to be held within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the wrilten notice of appeal. 

Section 9. Amendment. Those portions ofLMC 5.25.100 and Section 10, Ordinance No. 1987 
arc amended to read as follows: 

5.25 .. 100 APPEAL FROM DENTAL, RF.VOCATION OR CONDITIONS 

A. When the Ci~· Glerh Finance Director rcfoses to grant a license, revokes or suspends a license 
previously issued, or grants a license with conditions, the Ci1y Cleric Finance Director shall notify the 
applicanl in writing of the same and shall inform the applicant of his right to a hearing before the 
Chief ef Police Chief er his aesigeee within ten (10) days of the date of the notice by ftliog a written 
notice of appeal which contains a s1a1emcnt of the reasons for 1he appeal with 1hc Ci~· Cieri, Finance 
Director. 

B. If the applicant timely files a notice of:1ppcal, the applicant shall be afforded a hearing before the 
Ghi&Hf Police Chief er llis desigaee al which tune the applicant shall be afforded an opportunity to 
show that the conditions imposed are without merit or that the reasons for denial of the license do not 
justify the denial. A Ber the hearing the Chief af Police Chief or his aesignee shall determine 
whether the applicant has shown reason to revise the condilions or to issue the license and shall make 
its final decision. 

Section 10. Amendment. Those portions of LMC 5.25.110 and Section 11 , Ordinance No. 1987 
are amended to read as follows: 

5.25.l 10 AGE RESTRICTIONS 

A. No person conducting a public dance or maintaining a public dnncc hall shall allow persons under 
the age of i:ifleen (I S) eighteen (18) vears to enter or remain in the dance hall without a parent or 
legal guardian present. 

~J<, fJ8f68A: oondHet1Bg o "lees Elanee" es €1er.,ned in tRis ehn1>ter shall aUew peFBans 0 11er 1Ae age ef 
lweRty (2tl) )'801'8 lo eHler or remai.A iA the ,Janee ka!.1 as defitl;l(l, e11eept for pareRt ar legal g11arilimi. 

Section 11. Amendment. Those portions ofLMC 5.25. 120 and Section 12, Ordinance No. 1987 
arc amended lo read a.~ follows: 

S,U, 120 UOYRS OF OPERATION 

No public dance shall he conducted, operated or otherwise open t<l the public past the hour of2:00 a.m. and 
shall not open be before the hour of 8:00 a.m. 
No J3U81ie 68flee1e whieh nny perseA 1:1n8er lhe age ef~•eHt:,• en@ (21) years may be ndmitted seall be 
eeAdljeteB past t-he Aettr ef 12:QO HH8aight en ony sehool Aig-ht. ner f)05t the hew= ef2:00 8::ffi . efl aay 
e1her day. i;:er Hie fH:H=tJ85@ ef'this see·liea, the t@ffR "seheel Righi" me.ens &8)' Aight 1,reee0tflg a day Hpen 
wl:\leh JH:18l!e seheels 11rl1hin the Git,· afLy1u1woo el are seheEhdeel te eperate as of ~he tiR1e ef 
eemnumeemeet of the 00:noe. 

ni',1)'11\ltl\i!.ml)('Co;k'._-,tdS!S 
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Section 12. Severability. If any scclion, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this 
Ordinance should be held lo be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 
invalidity or unconstilutionality thereof shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other 
section, subsection. sentence, clause, phrnsc or word of this Ordinance. 

Section 13. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take cffccl and be in full forc.e five (5) days 
after its passage, t1pproval and publication. 

PASSED this 2Sth day ofJune, 1999, and signed in authcn1ica1ion of its passage this 30th day 
of Jane, 1999. 

ATTEST: 

MIKE BAILEY ' \ 
Finance Direc1or 

PUBLISHED: 

n. 'd)-..V11'~Wllc,._.,..,,)l) 
0711.>V?? I !14 l'M (J,n) 

TINA ROBERTS, Mayor 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

~~ 
JOHNP. WATTS 
City Attorney 
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