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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD, W ASHING~C'AN'JV 
RELATING TO UNDEGROUNDING OF OVERHEAD ELECTRIC ~0 

CITY OF LYNNWOOD 
ORDINANCE NO. 2630 

WIRES IN THE CITY CENTER SUB-AREA, AND ADOPTING A 
NEW CHAPTER 12.20 OF THE LYNNWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE. 

WHEREAS, overhead utility wires in commercial and business areas are a possible source of 
danger to persons and vehicles; and 

WHEREAS, the public necessity, convenience, safety and general welfare require that 
overhead utility wires in the City Center sub-area be placed underground; and 

WHEREAS, the Power, Communications and Gas section of the City Center sub-area plan 
states that "to enhance the streetscape, all overhead utilities should be moved underground," and City 
Center Capital Facilities Policy 8 of the City Center sub-area plan directs the City to "underground all 
overhead utilities" and to "where possible combine city utilities in a common trench to preserve ROW 
for other uses"; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to implement the City Center sub-area statement and 
policy stated above by requiring the placement of electrical wires underground in certain 
circumstances; 

NOW, THEREFORE THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD, 
WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. A new chapter 12.20 is added to the Lynnwood Municipal Code to read as follows: 

12.20.010 Purpose and scope 

Overhead wires carrying electrical energy, including but not limited to telephone, cable television and 
electrical service wires, are a source of possible danger to persons using streets in high density urban 
areas, including but not limited to the streets of the City Center sub-area. Therefore, public necessity, 
convenience, safety and general welfare require that all such overhead wires be relocated underground 
as soon as possible in accordance with the requirements of this chapter, and that all new electric wires 
be installed underground. 

12.20.020 Undergrounding requirement. 

For right-of-way in the City Center use districts as established and described in LMC 21.60.200 ("City 
Center sub-area"): 

A. All new electric wires shall be placed underground. 

B. Upon development or redevelopment of real property in the City Center sub-area, all 
existing overhead wires in the right-of-way abutting the real property shall be relocated underground. 

C. In conjunction with a street widening project that requires reinstallation of supporting 
overhead wires, all existing overhead wires shall be relocated underground. 



12.20.030 Responsibility for cost. 

For a City initiated and sponsored street-widening project pursuant to LMC 12.20.020.C, the City shall 
be responsible for the cost and expense of placing overhead wires underground. For a combined City 
initiated and sponsored and property owner initiated and sponsored street-widening project pursuant to 
LMC 12.20.020.C, the City and the property owner shall be responsible for their respective cost and 
expense of placing overhead wires underground, as agreed to between the City and the property owner. 
For all other undergrounding of electric wires pursuant to LMC 12.20.020, the owners of such wires, to 
the extent authorized by state statute and regulations, and the owners of the real property abutting the 
right-of-way shall be responsible for the cost and expense of placing such wires underground, as 
agreed to between the owners of such wires and the owners of such real property. The placement of 
overhead wires underground shall include but not be limited to the installation of electric wires, the 
removal of poles and the restoring of any road or sidewalk surface. 

12.20.040 Delay of installation. 

The Public Works Director may authorize a delay in the placement of electric wires underground 
where such placement, in the opinion of the Public Works Director, could in the foreseeable future be 
accomplished more efficiently and cost effectively in conjunction with development of contiguous real 
property or as part of a City financing mechanism, including but not limited to a local improvement 
district or a City bond issue. In such event, the persons responsible for the cost and expense of such 
placement shall enter into an agreement with the City regarding the delay in performance. 

12.20.050 Design standards; as-built plans; maintenance. 

All underground electric wires shall be installed in accordance with applicable federal, state and city 
standards, and pursuant to a schedule approved by the Public Works Director. Where possible, the 
underground electric wires shall be included in a common trench with other utilities in order to 
preserve the remainder of the right-of-way for other uses. As-built, project drawings in a form and 
scale approved by the Public Works Director shall be submitted in duplicate to the Public Works 
Director within thirty (30) days of the completion of the underground project. Following installation, 
the person who placed the electric wires underground shall be responsible for maintaining and 
replacing such wires in accordance with this Code or applicable federal, state and city laws and 
regulations. 

12.20.060 Permits. 

The installation, removal or replacement of electric wires underground shall require a permit pursuant 
to Chapter 12.04 LMC. Except for street widening projects in which the City is a participant, the 
property owner and the electric wire owner shall be responsible for obtaining any applicable federal 
and state permits, and any additional city permits, for the installation, maintenance, removal or 
replacement of electric wires underground. 

12.20.070 Definitions. 

The following terms shall have the following meanings in this chapter: 

"Development" means: 



1. Subdivisions, short subdivisions, planned unit developments, binding site plans and 
design review approvals; and 

2. Development, use and mitigation of real property pursuant to a development agreement 
authorized by Chapter 1.37 LMC. 

"Electric wires" means wires used for the carrying and distribution of electrical energy, including but 
not limited to telephone, telegraph, cable television and electrical power. 

"Overhead wires" means electric wires placed above the ground, including but not limited to electric 
wires hung on poles. 

12.20.080 Existing city franchises not affected. 

This chapter shall not affect or waive any right or obligation of a City franchise for use of the City 
right-of-way, and shall be applied consistent with any applicable tariffs and regulations of the 
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission. If a provision of this chapter conflicts with a 
provision of a franchise agreement or ordinance, the provision of the franchise agreement or ordinance 
shall control. 

Section 2. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance should be held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not 
affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance. 

Section 3. This ordinance or a summary thereof consisting of the title shall be published in the official 
newspaper of the City, and shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after publication. 

* PASSED THIS 10th day of July, 2006, and signed in authentication of its passage this /J/E.ctay of July, 
2006. 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

City Attorney 

•~ CORRECTED DATE OF EXECUTION 



SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 2630 

of the City of Lynnwood, Washington 

On the 10th day of July, 2006, the City Council of the City of Lynnwood, passed 
Ordinance No. 2630. A summary of the content of said ordinance, consisting of the title, 
provides as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD, WASHINGTON, RELATING 
TO UNDEGROUNDING OF OVERHEAD ELECTRIC WIRES IN THE CITY 
CENTER SUB-AREA, AND ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER 12.20 OF THE 
LYNNWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE. 

The full text of this Ordinance will be mailed upon request. 

DATED this 26th day of July, 2006. 



Affidavit of Publication 
STATE OF WASHINGTON, } 
COUNTY OF SNOHOMISH 

~UMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 2630 
oftlie City of Lynnwood, Waslilngton 

On the 1 oth day of July, 2006, the City Council or the City 
01 Lynnwood, passed Ordinance No. 2630. A summary of the 
content of said ordinance, consisdng of the dtle =ovldes as follows: • ~· 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD 
WASHINGTON, RELATING TO UNDEGROUNDING OF 
OVERHEAD ELECTRIC WIRES IN THE CITY CENTER 
SUB-AREA, AND ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER 12 20 
OF THE LYNNWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE. . 

The full text of this Ordinance will be mailed upon request 
DATED this 26th day of July, 2006. . 

P bll hed J 
PAT DUGAN, FINANCE DIRECTOR 

u s : uly 28, 2006. 

Account Name: City of Lynnwood Legals 

S.S. 

The undersigned, being first duly sworn on oath deposes and says that she is Principal Clerk 
of THE HERALD, a daily newspaper printed and published in the City of Everett, County of 
Snohomish, and State of Washington; that said newspaper is a newspaper of general 
circulation in said County and State; that said newspaper has been approved as a legal 
newspaper by order of the Superior Court of Snohomish County and that the notice 

Summary of Ordinance No. 2630 

Relating to Undergrounding of Overhead Electric Wires 

a printed copy of which is hereunto attached, was published in said newspaper proper and not 
in supplement form, in the regular and entire edition of said paper on the following days and 
times, namely: 

July 28, 2006 

and that said newspaper was regularly distributed to its subscribers during all of said period. 

Pnnc1pal Clerk 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th 

day of 

Account Number: 127890 Order Number: 0001423167 



CERTIFICATE 

I, the undersigned, PATRICK DUGAN, the duly appointed Interim Finance 
Director of the City of Lynnwood, Washington, hereby certify that the 
Ordinance here to attached is a full, true and correct copy of Ordinance 
No. 2630 of the City of Lynnwood, Washington, entitled as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD, 
WASHINGTON, RELATING TO UNDEGROUNDING OF 
OVERHEAD ELECTRIC WIRES IN THE CITY CENTER 
SUB-AREA, AND ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER 12.20 OF 
THE LYNNWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE. 

That said ordinance was passed by the Council of said City and was 
published and post,ed accordi l"lg1 to lew; that sald ,end inane~ was duly 
published in the official newspaper of said City on :]-2 · ""OU . 

DATE: ~~+i 2f1.¼ 
Interim Financ _. 1rector of the 
City of Lynnwood, Washington 



.,...,,...._...-,_ 
' CITY OF LYNNWOOD 

NOTICE OF RETRACTION OF PUBLICATION 
OF ORDINANCE SUMMARIES 

City of Lynnwood retraction publication of the following ordinances: Ord # 2625 - an 
ordinance adopting the City Center Zoning Map; Ord # 2626 - an ordinance adopting 
the City Center Development Agreement; Ord # 2627 - an ordinance adopting the City 
Center Street Grid Protection; Ord# 2628, - an ordinance adopting the City Center 
Interim Mitigation Program; Ord# 2629 - an ordinance adopting the City Center 
Latecomer Agreement, and Ord # 2630 - an ordinance adopting the City Center 
Undergrounding Overhead Wires. 

The retracted publication inadvertinaly published on July 13, 2006, occurred before the 
Mayor approved the ordinances. The city will republish each approved ordinance and 
thereby establish a legal effective date. 

Dated this 20th day of July, 2006. 



Affidavit of Publication 
STATEOFWASHINGTON, } 
COUNTY OF SNOHOMISH 

CITY OF LYNNWOOD 
NOTICE OF RETRACTION 

OF PUBLICATION 
OF ORDINANCE 

SUMMARIES 
City of Lynnwood retraction 
publication of the following 
ordinances' Ord # 2625 - an 
ordinance adopting ttle City 
Center Zoning Map; Ord # 
2626 - an ordinance adopting 
the City Center Development 
Agreement, Ord # 2627 - an 
ordinance adoptin9 the City 
Center Street Grid Protec
tion; Ord # 2628, - an ordi
nanco adopting the Ci1y Cen
ter Interim M1t1gatlon Pro
gram; Ord # 2629 • an ordi
nance adopbng the City Cen
ter Latecomer Agreement, 
and Ord I 2630 - an ofdi
nance adopting the City Cen
ter Undergrounding Over
head Wires. 
The retracted publication 
lnadvertlnaly published on 
July 13, 2006, occurred be· 
fore the Mayor &ppl'O\led the 
ordinances. The ci1y will re
publish each appl'OYed ordl· 
nance and thereby establish 
a legal effective date. 
Dated this 20th day of July, 
2006. 

Patrick L. Dugan 
Interim Finance Director 

Published: July 21, 2006. 

Account Name: City of Lynnwood Legals 

S.S. 

The undersigned, being first duly sworn on oath deposes and says that she is Principal Clerk 
of THE HERALD, a daily newspaper printed and published in the City of Everett, County of 
Snohomish, and State of Washington; that said newspaper is a newspaper of general 
circulation in said County and State; that said newspaper has been approved as a legal 
newspaper by order of the Superior Court of Snohomish County and that the notice 

City of Lynnwood 

Notice of Retraction of Publication 

of Ordinance Summaries 

a printed copy of which is hereunto attached, was published in said newspaper proper and not 
in supplement form, in the regular and entire edition of said paper on the following days and 
times, namely: 

July 21, 2006 

and that said newspaper was regularly distributed to its subscribers during all of said period. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 

day of 

Notary Pu 
County. 

Account Number: 127890 

Pnnc1pal Clerk 

21st 

Order Number: 0001421557 



SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 2630 

of the City of Lynnwood, Washington 

On the 10th day of July, 2006, the City Council of the City of Lynnwood, passed 
Ordinance No. 2630. A summary of the content of said ordinance, consisting of the title, 
provides as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD, WASHINGTON, RELATING 
TO UNDEGROUNDING OF OVERHEAD ELECTRIC WIRES IN THE CITY 
CENTER SUB-AREA, AND ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER 12.20 OF THE 
LYNNWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE. 

The full text of this Ordinance will be mailed upon request. 

DATED this 13th day of July, 2006. 



Affidavit of Publication 
STATE OF WASHINGTON, } 
COUNTY OF SNOHOMISH 

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 2630 
of the City of Lynnwood, Wasli,ngton 

On lhe 10th day of July, 2006, lhe City Council of the City 
of Lynnwood, passed Ordinance No 2630. A summary of Iha 
content of said ordinance, consisting of lhe tttle provides as follows: ' 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD 
WASHINGTON, RELATING TO UNDEGROUNOING OF 
OVERHEAD ELECTRIC WIRES IN THE CITY CENTER 
SUB-AREA, ANO ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER 12.20 
OF THE LYNNWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE. 

The full text of this Ordinance will be malled upon requesl 
DATED lhis 13th day of July, 2006. . 
Published: July 13, 21:JOfiAT DUGAN, FINANCE DIRECTOR 

Account Name: City of Lynnwood Legals 

S.S. 

The undersigned, being first duly sworn on oath deposes and says that she is Principal Clerk 
of THE HERALD, a daily newspaper printed and published in the City of Everett, County of 
Snohomish, and State of Washington; that said newspaper is a newspaper of general 
circulation in said County and State; that said newspaper has been approved as a legal 
newspaper by order of the Superior Court of Snohomish County and that the notice 

Summary of Ordinance No. 2630 

City of Lynnwood 

a printed copy of which is hereunto attached, was published in said newspaper proper and not 
in supplement form, in the regular and entire edition of said paper on the following days and 
times, namely: 

July 13, 2006 

and that said newspaper was regularly distributed to its subscribers during all of said period. 

r1-&cJIJ 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 

Pnnctpal Clerk 

13th 

Account Number: 127890 Order Number: 0001418462 
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