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CITY OF LYNNWOOD 

ORDINANCE N0. __ 6_5~8.,_ __ _ 

AN ORDINANCE ADDING TO THE LYNNWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE A SECTION, CHAPTER 5.46, 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR THE LICENSING OF CABULANCE OPERATIONS; PRESCRIBING 
EQUIPMENT TO BE USED ON CABULANCE VEHICLES AND PROVIDING FOR VEHICLE INSPECTION; 
SETTING PROCEDURES FOR GRANTING CABULANCE DRIVER PERMITS, GROUNDS FOR SUSPENSION 
OR REVOCATION THEREOF; DEFINING OFFENSES RELATING TO CABULANCE VEHICLE OPERATION; 
AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF. 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 5.46.010 DEFINITIONS. The following terms for the purpose of this 
chapter shall mean: 

(a) "Cabulance" means any motor vehicle for hire driven by the owner or his 
employee and which is designed for the transportat i on of handicapped persons who 
by reason of physical or mental infirmity may not be conveniently transported on 
public mass transportation vehicles or in taxicabs or who cannot drive their own 
automobile. This definition shall not be construed to include taxicabs, ambu­
lances, or mass transportation vehicles. 

(b) "Cabulance Operator" means anyone engaged in the business of transport­
ing physically or mentally infirm persons in a cabulance. 

(c) "Driver" means anyone in charge of or driving any cabulance. 

(d) Cabulance Operator's base license means the license granted by the Cit y 
of Lynnwood to the owner / operator of a cabulance service for the privilege of 
doing business within the City of Lynnwood. 

(e) Cabulance License means a license issued for each cabulance vehicle to 
be operated within the City of Lynnwood. 

(f) Driver's Permit means a permit issued by the City Clerk to a person 
granting him permission to drive a cabulance vehicle within the City of Lynnwood. 

SECTION 5,46.020 LICENSE FEES. No license shall be issued or continued in 
operation unless the holder thereof has paid an annual license fee of twenty-five 
dollars f or each year for each vehicle operated under license. Said license fees 
shall be for the calendar year and shall be in addition to any other f ees or 
char ges established by proper author ity and applicable to said holder or the 
vehicle or vehicles under his operation and control. 

SECTION 5.46.030 LICENSE--APPLICATION, App l ication for a cabulance operator's 
base l icens e shall be made to the city clerk on forms provided by him and the 
application shall be verified under oath and shall furnish the following informa­
tion: 

(a) The name and address of the applicant, together with any assumed name 
under which the applicant will operate; .---.. - .. .,..,,,.,.~J, .... .. , ... ··-·-- -----··• .. , _ _ ·- - .. ~-
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(b) The financial status of the applicant, including the amounts of all 

unpaid judgments against the applicant and the nature of the transaction or acts 
giving rise to said judgments; 

(c) The experience of the applicant in the transportation of passengers; 

(d) Any facts which the applicant believes to him to prove that public 
convenience and necessity require the granting of a license; 

(e) The number of vehicles to be operated or controlled by the applicant 
and the location of proposed depots and terminals; 

(f) For each cabulance the company vehicle number therefor, the make, model 
and identifying color scheme, monogram or insignia, and serial number of the 
vehicle; 

(g) If the applicant is a corporation it shall accompany the application 
with a list of the names and addresses of all officers, directors and stockholders; 

(h) Such further information as the City Council may require. 

(i) A list of all personnel to be engaged as employees in the operation of 
business with designation of the position and qualifications of each employee, 

(j) Whether or not the applicant or any officer or any employee has been con­
victed of the violation of any national, state or municipal law, and whether or not 
any person with whom they have been associated or employed has any claims or judg­
ments against them for damages resulting from the negligent operation of a vehicle. 

SECTION 5.46.040 INVESTIGATION AND HEARING. The City Council shall make or 
cause to be made such investigation and/or hearing as it may consider necessary in­
cluding any hearings that it may deem desirable as to any application for license, 
and whether or not the applicant is fit and proper to conduct such businesses. In 
determining whether or not a license should be issued, the City Council shall give 
weight and due regard, among other things to: 

(a) Public permanence and quality of service offered by the applicant and 
the experience applicant has had in rendering such service in the city; the past 
experience of the applicant in adjusting claims and paying judgments, if any, to 
claimants as a result of injuries received by reason of the negligent operation of 
a cabulance. 

(b) Information provided pursuant to Section 5.46.030. 

(c) The character and condition of equipment and cabulances to be used, 

(d) The evidence in any investigation, inquiry or hearing may be taken by the 
City Council or by any agent or employee to whom such investigation, inquiry or 
hearing has been assigned by the City Council. Every finding, opinion and order 
made by such agent or employee, as above specified, pursuant to such investigation, 
inquiry or hearing, shall be advisory only to the City Council. 

(e) If the City Council finds that the applicant is not fit and proper to 
conduct such a business, then the license application) s§ap:.··~·e·~aein~ie~·:· a-fa- t f )(··~iP:l°~;\v 
cant shall be entitled to have refunded seventy-five p~r;ce°-it i of tl.'ife_n~~[ app~ifcJ.tfoni '/ 
fee and such proof of insurance as was deposited wit\ (~~ LJ:::i.Jy __ cl_~r):<., , 1 :.::; ,' . 1~ 
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SECTION 5. 4 6 . 05 0 LIABILITY INSURANCE REQUIRED. No lice ns e shall be 
i ssu ed or continued in operation unless there is in full force and effect a 
liability insurance policy issued by an insurance company authorized to do 
business in the State of Washington. Said policy shall provide for each veh icle 

authorized in the amount of twe nty-five thousand dollars for bodily injury to 
any one pe rson; in the amount of fifty thou sand dollars for injuries to more than 

one person which are sustained in the same accide nt, and five thousand dollars 
for property damage resulting from any one accide nt, subject to state law. Said 

insurance shall inure to the benefit of any person who shall be injured or who 
shall sustain damage to property prox imately caused by the neglige nce of a 

holder, his servants or agents. Said insurance policy shall be filed in the 
office of the city clerk. 

SECTION 5. 46. 060 RECORDING RATES AND DISPLAYING RATE CARD. Eve ry 
person, firm or corporation operating cabulances in the City of Lynnwood sha ll 
file with the city clerk a schedule of rate s to be charged for the operation of 
t heir cabulances within the city limits, and it sha ll be unlawful for any s uch 

p erson, firm or corporation to charge more for said services rendered by such 
p erson, firm or corporation than as set forth in said rate schedule. Such person, 
firm or corporation shall further cause to be posted in every cabulance a card 
containing a sch e dule of said rates, said card to bear the writte n approval of 
the city clerk. Said card shall be posted in a prominent place in said cabulance 

and the public safety committee shall have the power in its discretion to d es ig­
nate the place of posting in said cabulance and the size of th e said cards, pro­
vided that said filed rates shall not be changed until the schedule of the pro­

posed changes in rates are on file with the city clerk for a period of thirty days. 

SECTION 5. 46. 070 DIRECT ROUTE REQUIRED. Any driver of a cabulance em­
ployed to carry passengers to a definite point shall make the most direct route 
possible that will carry the passenger s safely a nd expeditiously to his destina­
tion. 

SECTION 5 . 46. 080 CALL RECORD REQUIRED. Every cabulance operator sha ll 
keep at the location for which his operator 's lice ns e is issued a chronological 
record showing each call for cabulance service orde r ed or made and the name 

and address of the person calling for the service, the name of the driver who 
responded thereto, the number of the cabulance , the time and place of the origin 

and of the end of each cabulance trip and the fee charged, a nd shall upon re­
que s t of any person paying a cabulance charge, furnish a receipt showing such 

information. Such records shall at all reasonabl e times be ope n to the inspection 
of the city clerk or chief of police or the agents of e ither. 

SECTION 5. 46. 090 EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: INSPECTIONS. 

(a ). Each cabulance shall be equipped and maintained at all times by the 

ope ra tor t her e of for safe and lawfu l operation as a cabulance and in accordance 

with the laws of the City of Lynnwood and the Stat<f Q'f-W~·htryytcrn :··?'fld--sR_c:1-ll--l3e__ , 

furnished with such equipment as the chief of poliae(fs h~J ][ri~iP. innJ HeoE/~sar/'r:fc.for, 'PLJ' w · 
~ I I ' .-J i r'f , Tl n ' ; ' ' I ' \ 
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(b). A valid cabulance inspe ction certifica t e shall be promine ntly displaye d 
in e a ch v ehicle. 

(c). Each cabulance shall, at all times whe n in use as such: 

1. Conform with the standa rds, requirements and r e gulations provided 
for in this ordinance for the transportation of patients, from th e sta nd­
point of health, sanitation and safe ty, and th e nature of the pre mi se s 
in whic h it is ma inta ine d. 

2. Conta in e quipment conforming with the standards, requirem e nts a nd 
re gulations provide d for herein, which equipment s hall be in prope r 
and good condition for such us e . 

3. Curre ntly comply with all applica bl e laws and lo cal ordinances re­
lating to health, sanitation and sa fe ty. 

(d). All cabulances shall conform with the following spe cial equipment re ­
quire me nts: 

1. Ex its: Ea ch ve hicle shall ha v e a t l east two exits from the compart­
me nt(s) when the p erson is carrie d; 

2. Wheelchair re ta ining loc ks; 

3. Safety belts. 

(e ) Ea ch lice nsed and inspe cte d cabulance , its e quipme nt a nd th e premises 
d e signated in the applica tion a nd all records re lating to its mainte nance and 
op eration as such, s ha ll be op e n for inspection by the police d e partment a t all 
rea sonable time s to assure comp liance with thi s ordinance. 

SECTION 5. 4 6 . 100 DRIVER'S PERMIT--REQUIRED. No p e rson shall ope ra t e a 
ca bula nce for hire o n the s tre e t s of the City of Lynnwood a nd no pe rson who owns 
or controls a cabulance sha ll pe rmit it to b e s o driven and no c abulance lice n sed 
by the City ct Lynnwood s ha ll be so driven at any time for hire unle ss the driver 
of said cabulance s ha ll ha ve fir s t obtaine d and s hall have the n in force a c abu­
lance driver's pe rmit i s s u e d under th e provi s ions of this cha pter. 

SECTION 5. 4 6 .11 0 DRIVER'S PERMIT--APPLICATION. An application for a 
cabulance driver's p ermit shall be fil e d with the city clerk on forms prov ide d by 
the City of Lynnwood. Such applica tion shall be sworn to by th e applicant a nd 
s ha ll contain the foll owing information: 

(a ) The exp erie nce of the appli c ant in th e tran s portation of pa s s e ng ers; 
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(b) The e ducational background of the applicant; 

(c) A concis e history of his e mployment; 

(d) Three picture s for identification and fing erprints. 

(e) Provide a medical certificate that h e is of sound physique with good e ye sight 
a nd not subj e ct to e pil epsy, vertigo, heart troubl e or any othe r infirmity of body and 
mind which might render him unfit for th e safe operation of the cabulance. 

SECTION 5. 46 .120 DRIVER'S PERMIT--AGE, FIRST AID REQUIREMENT. Ea ch 
cabula nce driver sha ll be at lea s t 18 years of age a nd shall present evide n ce of 
qualification in first a i d equa l to or be tter than the r e quireme nt of a n advanced Re d 
Cros s fir s t ai d rating. A cabulance driver shall carry with him a t all time s proof of 
his fir s t a id qua lifi cation s. 

SECTION 5. 46 .130 DRIVER'S PERMIT--POLICE INVESTIGATION. The polic e d e ­
partme nt shall conduct an inve stiga tion of each applica nt for a cabulance driver's 
permit a nd a r eport of such inves tiga tion and a copy of the tra ffic a nd police r ecord 
of the applicant, if any, shall be atta che d to the a pplication for the c onside ra tion 
of the city cle rk. 

SECTION 5.4 6 .140 DRIVER'S PERMIT--APPEAL. The city c l erk s hall, upon c on­
s ide ra tion of th e application and the r eports and c ertification r equire d to be a tta che d 
t hereto, approve or re j e ct the application. If the application i s r e j e cte d the appli­
c a nt may reque st a p ersonal appeara nc e be for e the city council to offer e v idenc e why 
h is a pplication should be reconsider e d. 

SECTION 5.46.150 DRIVER'S PERMIT--DISPLAY REQUIRED. Eve ry driver lice nsed 
unde r this chapter shall post his driver's pe rmit in s uch a plac e as to be in full vi ew 
of all passengers whil e such drive r is operating a cabulance . Upon approval of 
application in 5. 46 . 110 , and upon payment of a $5 . 00 fee , the city clerk sha ll is s u e 
a Ca bulance Operator ' s Permit to an applicant. Ea ch c ale ndar yea r thereafter a n 
annual permit fe e of $5. 00 shall be c harg ed. A fee of $1. 50 sha ll be charg ed for re ­
plac e me nt of a lost pe rmit. 

SECTION 5 . 46 .160 INTOXICATION CONVICTION--DRIVER EMPLOYMENT UNLAWFUL . 
It sha ll be u nlawful for anyone e nga ge d in the busine ss of opera ting a ca bula nce to 
knowingly employ a driver who has within one year been conv icte d of driving a ny motor 
vehicl e whil e unde r th e influence of intox icants or drugs. 

SECTION 5. 4 6 .170 INTOXICATION CONVICTION--PERMIT SUSPENSION, REVOCA­
TION. If any drive r of a cabula nc e i s convicte d of driving such v e hicle whil e under 
the influe nce of intox i ca ting liquor or drugs, the ca bu lance driver's pe rmit of s uch 
driver s hall be sus p ende d or revok ed by the city cle rk, a nd h e shall not be granted a 
ca bulance operator ' s pe rmit for a pe riod of at lea st on~ a-F<•f-:rze.m -tl:J.-€- ,,da.1:e ... af .. sucil . .QQ..O.;:;._ 
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SECTION 5. 46 .180 LICENSE REVOCATION--APPEAL. 

(a). Any cabulance operator's base license or any cabulance license may be re­
voked or suspended by the city clerk for any violation or failure to comply with any 
provision of this chapter; 

(b). The cabulance operator's permit of any cabulance driver may be suspended or 
rev oked by the c ity clerk upon conviction in any court of speeding, reckless driving, 
drunke nness, poss es sion or sale of intoxicating liquor, use, sale or possession of 
narcotic drugs, or for the violation of any law or ordinance relating to overcharging or 
of carrying passengers for hire or upon a conviction of a crime involving fraud or moral 
turpitude. 

Any licensee whose license is r evoked or suspended shall ha v e the right to 
appeal to the city council on such revocation or suspension by filing with the city 
council a written notice thereof within five days after the notice of entry of the order 
of revocation or suspension. The notice of appeal shall specify an address at which 
the licensee may be given notice of hearing on the appeal. The city council shall hear 
the appeal or may refer the same to a committee for hearing. At the hearing the licensee 
shall be entitled to appear in person and offer evidence pertinent to the revocation or 
suspension and the city clerk shall likewise be e ntitled to be heard at the hearing to 
offer evidence in support of his order of revocation or suspension. The city council 
shall determine by resolution whether the revocation or suspension shall be sustained, 
modified, or set aside and the action shall be final and conclusive. In the event that 
the appeal shall not be heard within fourte e n (14) days following written notice of appeal, 
the order of the city clerk of revocation or suspension shall thereafter be ineffe ctive 
until the date of hearing. Any suspended or revoked license shall be surrendered to 
the city clerk. 

SECTION 5. 46 .190 VIOLATION, PENALTY. Any one violating or failing to comply 
with any of the provisions of this chapter shall, on conviction the reof, be punishe d by 
a fine of not exceeding five hundred dollars or imprisonment in the city jail for a period 
not exceeding ninety days, or by both. 

SECTION 5.46.200 SEVERABILITY. If any section, sentence, claus e or phras e of 
this chapter should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the invalidity or uncon­
stitutionality thereof shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other 
section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance. 

SECTION 5.46.210. This ordinance shall be in force five days after its passage, 
a ppr ova 1 and publication. 

PASSED this 14th day of __ ~ A~U-QU--==s~t~-----' 19 72, and signed in 
authentication of i~_.2.2 .. §}J~.i · 4th day of August , 1972. 
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